278            TO JOHN  LOTHROP MOTLEY

English public go wrong about this great matter* Difficult
~ as it may well be for you to comprehend it, the English
' public were so ignorant of all the antecedents of the
quarrel that they really believed what they were told, that
slavery was not the ground, scarcely even the pretext, of
the war* But now, when the public acts of your Govern-
ment have shown that now at least it aims sit entire slave
emancipation, that ycnir victory means that, and your
failure means the extinction of all present hope of it, many
feel very differently. When you entered decidedly into
this course, your detractors abused you more violently for
doing it than they had before for not doing It, and the
Times and Saturday              began favouring us with the

very arguments, and almost in the very language, which
we used to hear from the West Indian slaveholders to
prove slavery perfectly consistent with the Bible and with
Christianity. This was too much ; it overshot the mark*
The Anti-Slavery feeling is now thoroughly rousing itself*
Liverpool has led the way by a splendid meeting, of which
the Times suppressed all mention, thus adding, according
to its custom, to the political dishonesty a pecuniary fraud
upon its subscribers. But you must have a report of
this meeting; you must have seen how Spencc did his
utmost, and how he was met; and that the object was not
merely a high demonstration, hut the appointment of a
committee to organist* an action on the public mind*
There arc none like the Liverpool people for making an
organisation of that sort succeed if once they put their
hands to it* The day when 1 read this I rend in the
day's newspaper two speeches by Cabinet Ministers; CM by
Milner-Gibson, as thoroughly and openly with you as was
consistent with the position of a Cabinet Minister; the
other by the Duke of Argyll, a simple Anti-Slavery speech,
denouncing the pro-slavery declaration of the southern
bishops, bat his delivering smch a             at that time and

place has but one meaning*   1 do not know if you have
seen Cairnes's Lecture, or whether you are aware that it has
beett takea up and largely circulated by religions
and is at its fourth edition,   A new and enlarged edition oft names were originally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